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Intent statement

At The Gates, we are committed to ensuring equality and accessibility for all pupils, regardless of their
physical, learning, or emotional needs. We believe that every student should have the opportunity to
succeed and fully participate in all aspects of school life. Accessibility in schools goes beyond simply
meeting physical requirements; it’s about fostering an inclusive and supportive environment where every
child is empowered to thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. We continuously work towards
creating a school that provides an equal opportunity for every student to reach their full potential.

Creating a Culture of Accessibility

e Accessibility is not limited to physical adaptations; it is about creating an educational culture where
every student feels valued and capable of achieving their best. By fostering an inclusive
environment, we:

o

Encourage self-esteem and confidence in students with SEND, helping them feel
empowered and independent.

Promote equality, dignity, and respect by breaking down barriers that could hinder
students' learning.

Teach empathy, understanding, and appreciation for differences, ensuring that all pupils
celebrate and learn from each other’s unique experiences.

Core Principles of Equality and Accessibility

o Fairness and Respect: Every student is treated fairly and with respect, ensuring they have equal
opportunities to succeed. We value the diversity of our school community and aim to create an
inclusive environment that recognizes and celebrates differences.

o Individual Support Needs: We recognize that different students have different needs. We
understand that equality does not always mean treating everyone the same, but rather offering the
appropriate support and adaptations to ensure every student can access and benefit from the

curriculum.

e Community Involvement: We actively seek input from students, parents, carers, and staff to ensure
that accessibility and equality are embedded in all our decisions. Regular communication ensures
that diverse perspectives are considered and that the needs of the school community are met.

Physical Accessibility

e Our school is specifically designed to be accessible to all, featuring:

o

Wide corridors and a single-level layout, making it easier for students with mobility
challenges to navigate the building independently.




o Accessible toilet facilities, including handrails and lifts, to support students with physical
disabilities.

o Disabled parking bays and a secure reception area that is wheelchair accessible.

Support for Sensory Disabilities

e We ensure that students with sensory disabilities (such as visual or hearing impairments) have
their needs addressed in both the physical and learning environments:

o Visual aids, tactile materials, and auditory supports are available to assist sensory needs.

o Classroom adaptations, such as appropriate lighting, sound systems, and signage, are used
to support sensory accessibility.

o Our teachers are trained to adapt their teaching strategies, using methods that
accommodate sensory impairments and ensure that all pupils can engage with the learning
process comfortably and effectively.

Inclusive Classrooms

o Teaching Strategies for All Learners: We strive to create inclusive classrooms that meet the diverse
learning needs of all pupils, including those with learning differences.

o Our approach includes using various teaching tools, strategies, and differentiated instruction
to cater to different learning styles.

o Classrooms are equipped with visual aids, clear instructions, and structured routines to
support students who benefit from additional help.

o We also make use of assistive technologies, such as screen readers and text-to-speech
software, to help students with specific learning needs engage with the curriculum.

Adaptation of the National Curriculum

e We ensure that all students, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
(SEND), have access to the full National Curriculum.

o We make adjustments to the pace, style, or presentation of lessons when needed to help
students fully understand and participate in learning.

o Resources and teaching techniques are modified to accommodate different needs. This may
include additional time for tasks, simplified language, or alternative assessment methods,
ensuring that all children, regardless of ability, can succeed.

Parents and Carers Involvement

¢ Collaborative Communication: We believe that working collaboratively with parents and carers is
essential to the success of our equality and accessibility practices. We encourage open
communication in various forms—verbal, electronic, written, video, or virtual—so that we can
continuously meet the needs of each child.

o Early communication with new parents includes gathering information about any
disabilities or health conditions to ensure appropriate support is in place from the outset.

o For parents of current students, we regularly collect information through surveys, data
collection sheets, induction meetings, and as part of the Early Help Process to ensure that




the needs of all students are met and that disabled pupils, their families, and staff are
represented and supported within the school.

Commitment to Legislation

e Equality Act 2010: We comply with our legal obligations under the Equality Act 2010, which
requires schools to:

o Eliminate discrimination

o Advance equality of opportunity between students with different characteristics (e.g., age,
disability, ethnicity, gender, etc.)

o Foster good relations between students from diverse backgrounds and abilities.

o We ensure that no student experiences discrimination based on age, disability, race,
gender, gender identity, marital status, pregnancy, religion, or sexual orientation.

Ensuring Equality of Opportunity

¢ We strive to narrow achievement gaps that affect specific groups of students, including:
o Pupils from certain cultural or ethnic backgrounds
o Pupils from lower-income households
o Pupils with disabilities or SEND

Continuous Improvement

e At The Gates, we are committed to continuously reviewing and improving our accessibility and
equality practices to ensure that every student can participate in all aspects of school life, achieve
their full potential, and feel included. We regularly assess and refine our policies, environment, and
teaching methods to ensure that all students, regardless of their needs or abilities, are supported to
succeed.

Through these principles and commitments, we aim to build an environment where accessibility, equality,
and inclusivity are at the heart of everything we do




